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	Name of Project:


	Through The Lens
	Duration: 


	36 hours, 6 cycles

	Subject/Course:
	9 PBL
	 Teacher(s): Chad MacPhee
	Grade Level:
	9

	Other Subject Areas to Be Included:
	Social Studies, Healthy Living, Information and Communication Technologies

	

	Project Idea

Summary of the issue, challenge, investigation, scenario, or problem:


	Through the exploration of digital visual media such as photography and video, students explore their vision of what it is to live in Lunenburg County. They must select a “theme” that connects them to the driving question. What is their vision of our home? Themes may include but are not limited to: economic prosperity/disparity, history and traditional values, landscape, innovation and development, sustainability and growth, leisure and health, social justice and empowerment. Opportunities to photograph and film a variety of locations, attractions, people, and events in and around Lunenburg County will provide students with a springboard to delve deeper into the driving question. Course products will explore their aesthetic expression of the physical, cultural and social situations present in our local area, while expanding students’ technological abilities and artistic competencies.  

	Driving Question
	 Through what lens must we see who we are? 

	Content Standards to be taught and assessed:
	Social Studies 9

Aesthetic Expression: “Graduates will be expected to respond with critical awareness to various forms of the arts and be able to express themselves through the arts.” 

· …students can be encouraged to express their views on social issues through various forms of the arts beyond the traditional written format. In addition they are provided opportunities to examine how artists have expressed their views about the world over time.

· …students develop an appreciation of the role the arts play in interpreting their world and the world of others

· identify landforms and water forms in Atlantic Canada that contribute to the aesthetic appeal and character of the region (2.1.4)

· identify ways in which the culture of a region is expressed through the arts community (2.2.9)

Citizenship: “Graduates will be expected to assess social, cultural, economic, and environmental interdependence in a local and global context.”
· From the Social Studies disciplines come the integral features of citizenship education – students’ acceptance and fulfillment of roles as active and informed citizens in a pluralistic and democratic society.

· As students develop an understanding of the forces that shape society, they are provided with a point of reference that gives direction for the future.
· From personal experiences or those of others, appreciate the importance of belonging to a group (2.4.4)

· Research and evaluate stereotyping and racism issues affecting Atlantic Canadians (2.5.5)

· Assess the extent to which regional disparity exists in Atlantic Canada, in Canada, and in the global community (3.5.7)



	Content Standards to be taught and assessed:
	Communication: “Graduates will be expected to use the listening, viewing, speaking, reading, and writing modes of language(s) as well as mathematical and scientific concepts and symbols to think, learn, and communicate effectively.”

· …requires the student to…heighten their visual literacy through viewing pictures, slides, videos and artifacts; to distinguish between the relevant and irrelevant and to identify perceptions and bias.

· Students are required to take positions on past and current issues and to defend those positions in writing, discussions, and through presentations using various mediums”

· Students may be expected to, for example, develop/examine a travel brochure for a vacation site in Atlantic Canada; determine the extent to which the climate is promoted as a positive feature; etc. (1.3.8)

Personal Development: “Graduates will be expected to continue to learn and to pursue an active, healthy lifestyle.”
· Personal development requires that individuals first know who they are – that they have a sense of identity, and that they know where they fit in the scheme of things

· As students explore immediate and expanding environments, they learn about themselves in the context of the world around them.

· Examine the attractions of living in Atlantic Canada today (1.5.6)

· Understand the role of communication systems in his/her life (4.4.3)
Problem Solving: “Graduates will be expected to use the strategies and processes needed to solve a wide variety of problems, including those requiring language, mathematical and scientific concepts.”
· …help students to respond as citizens to the problems that confront the world today with reference to their historical, social, economic, political, and geographic context.

· Assess the degree to which there is a distinct Atlantic Canadian culture compared to other regions of Canada and the global community (2.7.12)

Technological Competence: “Graduates will be expected to use a variety of technologies, demonstrate an understanding of technological applications, and apply appropriate technologies for solving problems.”
· As students use…various multimedia resources to discover the world past and present, they will be experiencing the role of technology in today and weighing the relative merits of this technology.

· Recognizing the complex issues raised by old and new technologies is critical to achieving technological competence.
Related Research:
Block, D. (2011). No Photoshop? No Problem!: Digital Photography Programs on a Budget. Young Adult Library Services, 9(2), 16.

Holloway, P., & Mahan, C. (2012). Enhance Nature Exploration with Technology. Science Scope, 35(9), 23-28.
Nyssen, J. (2010). Digital Photographic Archives for Environmental and Historical Studies: An Example from Ethiopia. Scottish Geographical Journal, 126(3), 185. doi:10.1080/14702541.2010.527856
Zahra, A. (2008). Limitless Images: Digital Photography in the Classroom. Delta Kappa Gamma Bulletin, 75(1), 7.

	

	21st Century Skills to be taught and assessed:
	Collaboration


	X
	Use of Digital Media 

	X

	
	Communication (Visual Presentation)

	X

	Global Citizenship
	X

	
	Critical Thinking/Problem Solving

	X
	Aesthetic Expression
	X

	

	Major Products & Performances
	Group:


	· Gallery Showings and Open House
· Arranged in concert with other PBL projects in school

· Open-House format

· Public Viewings and Local Gallery Hostings
	Presentation Audience

 Presentation Audience:

 

    Class

  School 


	
	
	
	X
	Class

	
	
	
	X
	School

	
	
	
	X
	Community

	
	Individual:
	· Photo-Blog/Website
· Photobucket

· Ipiccy

· Shutterbug

· Great source for tips and tricks!

· Mini-projects on various topics 

· Photoexplore!

· Digital Scavenger Hunts

· Tripline Project

· Dummies.com

· Dipity.com Timelines

· Photographer Connection

· Interview/Visit/Guest Speaker

· Field Trip Retrospective

· Digital Portfolio

· Web 2.0 Tool Review

· Culminating Project and Presentation
	X
	Experts

	
	
	
	X
	Web

	
	
	
	
	Other:
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	Entry Event to

launch inquiry, 
engage students:
	· Full Grade 9 PBL Introductory Assembly and Presentation
· Individual PBL Launch in Class


	Assessments
	Formative Assessments

(During Project)
	Quizzes/Tests
	
	Practice Presentations
	X

	
	
	Journal/Learning Log
	X
	Notes
	

	
	
	Preliminary Plans/Outlines/Prototypes
	X
	Checklists
	X


	
	
	Rough Drafts
	
	Concept Maps
	

	
	
	Online Tests/Exams
	
	Other:
	

	
	Summative Assessments

(End of Project)
	Written Product(s), with rubric: 

____________________________________________________
	
	Other Product(s) or Performance(s), with
rubric: see above “Major Products and Performances”
	X

	
	
	Oral Presentation, with rubric
	X
	Peer Evaluation


	X

	
	
	Multiple Choice/Short Answer Test 
	
	Self-Evaluation


	X

	
	
	Essay Test


	
	Other:


	

	

	Resources Needed
	On-site people, facilities:
	Computer lab, Classroom computers, 

	
	Equipment:
	Digital Cameras, USB Data Storage, Photo Printer, LCD Projector, SmartBoard

	
	Materials:
	Photo Paper, Re-Usable Picture Frames, Photo Ink

	
	Community resources:
	Wildwood Café Gallery, Desbrisay Museum, Local Photographers, Bus Transportation Within County

	

	Reflection Methods
	(Individual, Group, and/or Whole Class)


	Journal/Learning Log


	X
	Focus Group


	

	
	
	Whole-Class Discussion


	X

	Fishbowl Discussion


	

	
	
	Survey
	
	Other: Self-Evaluation and Goal Setting
	X
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